The Order of Paladins
Squire, lesson 9

1. What is the Wheel of the Year?
2. What is the purpose of honoring the Wheel of the Year? 

3. Where does the Wiccan use of the term “sabbat” come from?
4. Name the four Greater and four Lesser Sabbats.

5. Compare the Wiccan and Druidic Wheels of the year. Given one example in how they differ.

6. What are the four warrior seasons in the Order of Paladin tradition? Include magickal weapon, elemental, and time correspondences.

7. Which sabbat marks the Wiccan New Year? What is its significance?
8. It is said that the veil between the worlds are thinnest at two times during the year. Which holidays correspond to these times? (Hint: they were also the two great fire festivals of the Celts).

9. Several Christian holidays were originally based upon pagan festivals. Give two examples. 

10. Which holiday marks the longest night of the year?

11. What is the origin of the Celtic Sabbat called Imbolc?

12. What is an equinox? Which Sabbat celebrations occur on these dates?
13. What is a solstice? Which Sabbat celebrations occur on these dates?
14. What is the origin of the celebration called Lughnasad?
15. What are the three harvest festivals on the Wheel of the Year?

17. Choose a Sabbat tradition and write about it.
18. At what seasons do the Pleiades rise and set?

19. The Scriptorium is a place within Caer Paladins where earth and air energies merge. Visit this area and report your impressions.

20. Squires are required to write a ritual in order to progress to Knighthood. What kind of ritual will you write? The lesson asks for a holiday ritual but you may also choose a rite of passage such as a paganing, handfasting, etc. If you have questions about a which type of ritual is acceptable, check with your mentor.

21. The Order of Paladins has created a system called the Precept of the Month. How does this work?
22. Where is the Scriptorium and what is it?

Lesson Nine Assignments Reminder:

· Send us a photo and/or description of a Sabbat that you attended so that we can share it with other Scáthach members.
· Do some research to find and report back on ancient religious customs from these Sabbat dates
· Write a ritual. This can be a Sabbat or some other event.
· Write a BRIEF paragraph describing a Sabbat tradition. It can be one mentioned from the lessons or one you've encountered elsewhere.
